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(Directions to Binders of the It. A. S. Journal. — One copy of the 
following Notice is to be bound up at the end of Vol. XI., 
and one copy at the. end of Vol. X/P".) 



The incomplete condition of the Xllh and XlVtli volumes of tho 
Jouynal lias been several times brought to tho notice of tho Council 
l>y members desirous of having their copies bound. Tho first-men- 
tioned volume, containing the ancient Persian work by Sir II. 0. 
llawlinson, was left unfinished in consequence of the important dis- 
coveries made at Nineveh, which placed in that gentleman's hands 
an immense amount of new material in a language and character 
which had hitherto been almost wholly unattempted, and gave 
promise of affording an insight into tho history of ages far more 
remote than any thing discoverable in the l'ersian inscriptions ; and 
moreover, these last had already been fully investigated, so that any 
further interest in them would be philological only. The great amount 
of labour requisite for the investigation of this new material has hitherto 
prevented our learned Member from continuing the interrupted 
volume, and ho is now of opinion that the subject has been 
exhausted by other investigators, who bave left him nothing to com- 
municate. 

The XIV th volume, on the Assyrian and ISabylonian Inscriptions, 
was interrupted by the departure of Sir II. llawlinson from England 
on the important mission intrusted to him by Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment. The duties connected with the mission, followed by the labo- 
rious task of editing and publishing the Assyrian and llabylonian 
inscriptions in the British Museum, have proved an irremovable 
obstacle to continuing the volume. Sir II. llawlinson is now 
persuaded that, considering the very great advances made in the 
study since the first part was printed, any attempt to complete the 
volume would result in a patchwork of which one half would be very 
unequal to the other. 

Tho Council have therefore decided on issuing printed notices, to 
be bound up with the published parts of these two volumes, giving 
the reasons why they have been left incomplete. 



